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MALAYSIA — INDEPENDENCE DAY 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Asian Engagement) [9.09 am]: It is with great pleasure that I stand 
to acknowledge Malaysia’s Independence Day, or Hari Merdeka, which will be celebrated this Saturday. As 
Minister for Asian Engagement in this place, I would like to reaffirm the government’s commitment to our strong 
ties with the Malaysian people. On 31 August 1957, then Prime Minister designate Tunku Abdul Rahman read the 
Proclamation of Independence at Merdeka Square followed by seven chants of “Merdeka!” and proclaimed the 
Federation of Malaya’s independence from the British Empire. 
With my Minister for Veterans Issues’ hat on, I feel it is important to also acknowledge the political and military 
struggle that the Malaysian people endured in the years between the end of World War II and the proclamation of 
independence. It is important that we continue to honour the approximately 1 800 Malayan and commonwealth 
troops, including 39 Australians, and the more than 3 000 civilians, who lost their lives during this conflict. 
Nowadays, following decades of economic transformation, Malaysia is the fourth largest ASEAN economy, after 
Indonesia, Thailand and Singapore. Malaysia’s economy has been extremely robust over the last five years, and its 
GDP annual growth rate is projected to trend towards 4.5 per cent in 2020. Malaysia remains an important partner 
for the state in the Asia–Pacific region, sharing a strong and dynamic relationship founded on common interests and 
mutual respect, from our historic military cooperation to our modern-day trade and tourism links. By 2018, Malaysia 
was Western Australia’s sixth largest trading partner, with total bilateral trade exceeding $5 billion. Currently, over 
29 000 Malaysia-born people are living in Western Australia. Malaysia is also the state’s second largest market 
for international visitors, accounting for 11 per cent, or more than 102 000, of the state’s international visitors, 
with an estimated spend of $203 million. Malaysia is also Western Australia’s third largest market for international 
students, accounting for seven per cent of the state’s international student enrolments. Tourism, education, 
agribusiness, creative industries and aged care continue to be important sectors in that market to Western Australia. 
Under the Asian engagement Asia Business Series, the first Malaysia Business Forum will be held on 31 October 2019, 
jointly hosted by the state government, the Australia Malaysia Business Chamber, Western Australia branch, and 
the Consulate General of Malaysia. I look forward to this event. 
The Western Australian government proudly acknowledges and celebrates our cultural diversity as one of our state’s 
great strengths and recognises the Malaysian community’s unique and increasing contribution to our development. 
I would like to wish the people and government of Malaysia a safe and wonderful day of celebration. 
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